Multiple Choice Tests Taking Tips

 This Study Guide does not include Multiple Choice questions because many can be found on the internet. Go there practice these skills
The Question

Multiple-choice questions consist of 2 parts:

The statement or question.

The choices


There are 5 options from which you choose the one that will complete the statement or question.  You are to select the correct choice, the option that completes the thought expressed in the question.  There is a 20% chance that you will guess the correct choice.  Although multiple-choice questions are most often used to test your memory of details, facts, and relationships, they are also used to test your comprehension and your ability to solve problems.  Reasoning ability is a very important skill for doing will on multiple-choice tests.

Hints

Read the question as if it were an independent, freestanding statement.  Anticipate the phrase that would complete the thought expressed, and then evaluate each answer choice against your anticipated answer.  It is important that you read each choice, even if the first choice matches the answer you anticipated, because there may be a better answer listed.


Another evaluation technique is to read the question together with each answer choice as if it were a true-false statement.  If the answer makes the statement false, cross it out.  Check all the choices that complete the question as a true statement.  Try to suspend judgment about the choices you think are true until you have read all the choices.


Beware of words like not, but, and except.  Mark these words because they specify the direction and limits of the answer.


Also watch out for words like always, never, and only.  These must be interpreted as meaning all of the time, not just 99% of the time.  These choices are frequently incorrect because there are few statements that have no exceptions (but there are a few).


If there are two or more options that could be the correct answer, compare them to each other to determine the differences between them, and then relate these differences with the question to deduce which of the choices is the better one.  (Hint: Select the option that gives the most complete information.)


If there is an encompassing answer choice, for example "all of the above” and you are able to determine that there are at least two correct choices, select the encompassing choice.

..Make educated guesses - eliminate options any way you can.

Go through the test once and answer all the questions you know immediately and then go through and use the hints above.

